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The Japan Times (2/20)

fdicsro Game Show to run Sept. 18-21

KYODO

Tokyo Game Show 2014, one of the world's biggest game
exhibitions, will be held from Sept. 18 to 21 with an emphasis on
attracting visitors and exhibitors from Asia, the organizer said

Wednesday.

At the 24th annual event, to be held at the Makuhari Messe
convention center in Chiba Prefecture, cloud gaming and games for
smartphones as well as independently made games known as indie
games will be showcased, the Computer Entertainment Supplier’s

Association said.

To promote the event, the association is planning to hold contests
for “cosplayers” dressed as Japanese animation characters in
Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam ahead of the
trade show. The organizer is expecting to draw more than 220,000
visitors and 300 exhibitors this year. In 2013, the event attracted a
record 270,197 visitors from 42 countries and 352 exhibitors.

The Japan News (9/19)

Ready to play

The Yomiri Shimbun.
Visitors line up
Thursday for the
opening day of
Tokyo Game Show
2014, the nation's
biggest game expo,
at Makuhari Messe
in Chiba. The num-
ber of participating
companies set a
new record at 421,
up 69 from the pre-
vious high in 2013.
The expo will be
open to the public
Saturday and
Sunday.

The Wall Street Journal Asia (9/19)

Gsb2

Sony Refocuses on Entertainment

Faced With Deep Electronics Losses, It Steps Up Bid to Turn Games Division Into Hub

By ERIC PFANNER
AnD TaxasH MOCHIZUKI

CHIBA, Japan—Faced with deep
losses in its electronics business that
caused its stock to plunge Thursday,
Sony Corp. is stepping up efforts to
turn its better-performing game divi-
sion into a hub for entertainment
services.

Andrew House, chief executive of
the game unit, said in an interview
Thursday that the unit was talking
with a range of potential content
partners for a planned Internet tele-
vision service that Sony intends to
introduce in the U.S. by the end of
the year. Sony last week disclosed
details of one such agreement with
Viacom Inc., under which it will be
able to stream more than 20 chan-
nels, including MTV and Nickelodeon.

Mr. House said Sony also in-
tended to develop a service to stream
videogames onto smartphones, tablet
computers and other devices froma
range of manufacturers other than
Sony.

“A streaming-based approach
needs to have a very wide funnel of
devices, and that inherently means a
broad and manufacturer-agnostic ap-
proach,” said Mr. House, who was at-
tending the Tokyo Game Show in this
‘Tokyo suburb,

Since its introduction in Novem-
ber last year, Sony's $399 PlayStation
4 console has been selling at the fast-
est pace on record for any Sony game
console. After nine months, it had
sold 10 million units, far ahead of ri-
val offerings from Microsoft Corp.
and Nintendo Co.

“Sony has the potential to make
the game-console market its exclu-
sive territory,” said Eiichi Katayama,
an analyst at Bank of America Merrill
Lynch.

The ambitions for the
game division mark a contrast wnh
the electronics business, which wa
long the core of Sony. but has hlrl a
variety of problems in recent years.

On Wednesday, Sony said o
pects a ¥230 billion ($2.12 billion)
loss for the current fiscal year amid
a write-down in the company’s
smartphone division, where sales fell
short of expectations. The discl
which came after the market close,
pushed Sony shares down 86% in To-
kyo trading Thursday.

Yasuo Nakane, an analyst at
Deutsche Securities, described the
move as an “extremely negative sur-
prise,” saying additional cuts might
be needed. “We think the shape,

Reaters

Andrew House, CEO of Sony Computer

nysmum B(alklng with

A
potential content partners.

scale and organizational structure of
the [Sony headquarters] and sales
company should be revised from
seratch based on a downmsizing of its
core businesses,” he wrote in a note
10 investors.

Sony surprised analysts in July
when it reported a modest net profit
for the April-June quarter, helped by
its game unit’s swing into the black.
Its smartphone division posted a

tion center outside Tokyo, attention
focused on Sony’s virtual reality
‘headset, called Morpheus, which the
company has been developing since
2011

Like other such headsets, the
Morpheus allows users to feel they
are surrounded by the game's envi-
ronment, It also comes with a three-
dimensional sound system so that
sounds come from above, below and

”

is hoping to ]

The y
to prop up its struggling

age its game

said there had been no change i

strategy for the division since th

smartphone woes came to light, h

ﬁwwl&d,ged pressure to deliver re
Its.

“As one of Sony’s senior man
agers, I take very seriously the over
all health of the company,” Mr. Hous
said. “My goal is to be absolutely fo
cused on driving a very strong an
profit-contributing and healthy eco
E(em that can benefit Sony over

‘Sony hopes to leverage its gami
software to prop up-its struggling

P!

Elos pnlan BT F S S0 ST cepmeTe

loss. Sony’s Hollywood studio busi-
ness and its finance arm have been
profit contributors recently.
Analysts say the PlayStation 4
makes it easy for third-party devel-
opers to create game software,
‘meaning that consumers have a good
selection of titles, Sony this week
made software to make game titles
free of charge for the third-party de-
ve]opem to encourage additional

At me e four-day videogame rade
the Makuhari Messe conven-

behind. And sensors on the hand-
held controller give users the sensa-

tion of reaching out in various direc-
tions so that they can, say, feed a
dinosaur in front of them.

who is in charge of the project, said
he hnped it would deliver “whole
experiences” for nongamers. He
otfend the example of a music lover
who could put on the headset to at-
tend a virtual concert.
‘While M. House of the game unit

At a recent trade shov
in Berlin, Sony said its latest smart.
phone, the Xperia Z3, would comy
with a feature allowing users to pla)
PlayStation 4 games remotely on th
smartphone if they are connected t¢
Wi-Fi.

Mr. Katayama, the Bank of Amer
ica Merrill Lynch analyst, was cau
tious about how much the PlaySta
tion 4 could reverse Sony's fortunes
“Games will no doubt be anothel
source of stable earnings, but for ¢
company with such diversified in
come streams as Sony; it would b¢
Wrong to portray games as a busi
ness that could support the company
alone,” he said.

THE JAPAN TIMES(9/19)

Indie games get a boost at Tokyo Game Show

Jason Coskrey
‘SPECIAL TOTHE JAPAN TIMES.
ajor gaming companies are
likely to dominate the head-
lines at this weekend's Tokyo
Game Show (TGS), alcng with
lhe romise of future releases that have
ets reaching into the millions.
Man.h:eu Gull?emm of Japan-based in-
dependem studio Little Bij MMO will
al at the event with “
Space;’ a massively muldplayr.r onhne
game. Itwon the Excellence in Game De-
sign Award in March, during the BitSum-
mit e convention in Kyoto, despite
having a budget of considerably less than
amillion and a development team of just
two people, Guillemot and a co-creator
who goes by the name Joris. Guillemot
will be one of many developers at TGS
jockeying for attention in the event’s
Indie Game Area.
“Tokyo Game Show is a nice opportu-
nity to reach a big audience for pretty
cheap for us,” Guillemot says. “We live

Pllvmu with ﬂm pros: Matthieu Guillemot (left) of the independent studio Little Big MMO shows off his product at the Tokyo Game Show on Thursday. Center, right: P
o plan a strategy before you go, however, lines can get pretty long as thousands of people wait to plavm latest video games from some of Japan's biggest companies. YOSHIAKI M!URA

close, and this year Sony is

the Indie Area, It just costs us some
days of preparation. It's  very cheap for
such a big opportunity”

is is the second consecutive year
TGS has set aside space for independent
developers.

“Ithink it says a lot about the relevance
ofindie gaming in Japan, and how the in-
dustry at large views indie games as a via-
ble path for aspiring and veteran
creators,” says Nayan Ramachandran,
marketing manager at Playism, a compa-
ny that, among other things, helps indie
developers with issues like maxkenng and

ion. “The dajin (do-i

scene in Japan has always been a more
hobbyist-focused cottage Industry, but
ithas always been around. It's awesome
to see that the Japanese gaming indus-
try is starting to take these creators seri-
ously and is including them in the most
famous gaming show in Japan.

‘The booths of independent game de-
velopers were located in the main hall for
the two TGS business days last year, but
‘were moved to a different spot during the
days open to the general public. This
year, indies will remain in the main hall,
and that could lead to greater exposure.

Sony’s sponsorship should turn out to
be another boost. The company is also
covering exhibition expenses for inde-
pendent developers. Last year, exhibi-
tions cost ¥21,000 for one public day and
¥31,500 for both. All four days (which in-

Plan your attack before you hit the game floor

Brian Ashcraft
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES.

It's time to press the start button for
Tokyo Game Show (TGS), and while last
year’s edition smashed attendance re-
cords with more than 270,000 gamers
sshowing up over the course of the event.
This year’s TGS hopes to be even blgger‘
The number of exhibitors has reac!

record 421, a slgnlﬂcnnl hike from Iasl
yanr's tally of 342,

gest. Due to the sheer number of games
and demo kiosks, there's a chance wait
times will be down. Due to Sony’s popu-
larity, though, that's not a guarantee. Ex-
pect an array of titles for home consoles
and handheld devices, including the
games “Bloodborne” and "Disgaea 5.”
My pick: PS4 exclusive “Bloodborne”

ing titles to Tokyo Game Show. Expect
trailers for hack-and-slash game “Drag-
on Quest Heroes” and motorcycle game
*“Final Fantasy VIl G-Bike,” though unfor-
tunately it doesn’t look as if either of
these will be playable.

The Nintendo 3DS title “Bravely Sec-
ond,” on the other hand, will be there for
the crowd to enjoy. This will be the first
‘opportunity for the gaming public to
play the eagerly awaited sequel to the
hit “Bravely Default” — expect long lines

looks set to please gamers who like dark,
ing and difficult 1

Microsoft
The. is one of the show’s

ﬁclpamn increase, the lengths of the llnl~
ups to try out the games are bound to get
longer too. The best way to cut down on
wait times is to get there early. Fans will
dart for the booths as soon as the doors
open, so be sure to plan in advance.
After your first play, walk around and
have a look at what the biggest game
companies are bringing. Remember,
Nintendo traditionally doesn‘t attend
TGS, and this year Level-5 of “Yokai
‘Watch” fame is sitting the show out, too.
Here are some of our picks for the event.

Sony
Sony's booth is always one of the big-

best-kept secrets. For games released
on both the PS4 and Xbox One, go to the
Microsoft booth. The lines are often
shorter and Microsoft boasts terrific ex-
clusive titles such as “D4: Dark Dreams
Don't Die,” “Forza Motorsport 5" and
“Halo: The Master Chief Collection.”

My pick: “D4: Dark Dreams Don't Die” is
the latest game from Hidetaka Suehiro,
wha's known for the offbeat horror
game “Deadly Premonition.”

Square Enix

Perhaps the country’s most beloved
maker of role-playing games, Square
Enix is set to bring a handful of upcom-

13

My pick: If you like role-playing games,
then brave the line for “Bravely Second.”

Bandai Namco

The longest lines will prabably be for
the action role-playing game "Go

Eater 2: Rage Burst” for the PS4 and PS
Vita. Other highlights include fantasy
role-playing game “Tales of Zestiria”
for the PS3 and fighting game “Dragon
Ball: Xenoverse” for the PS3, PS4, Xbox
360 and Xbox One.

My pick: “Godails® i the one to try. In
this PS3 game, you play the role of the
big beast and get to trash cities.

Capcom
Count on Capcom to have one of the
show'’s most colorful booths. Both the

come to life at the y booths at the

action role-playing game “Monster
Hunter 4 Ultimate” and the survival hor-
ror game “Resident Evil Revelations 2"
will be there to play.

Unfortunately, neither the hotly antic-
ipated new “Ace Attorney” game “Dai
Gyakuten Saiban” nor “Resident Evil
HD Remaster” will be on hand. Instead,
there will be new trailers for those titles.
My pick: Check out the “Dai Gyakuten
Saiban” trailer and stage presentation.
The game features famed British detec-
tive Sherlock Holmes and an 8-year-old
female Watson with pink hair.

Konami

Konami is well-known for two game se-
ries in particular: “Metal Gear Solid"”
and “Silent Hill.” The newest editions of
these won't be playable on the show
floor, but creator Hideo Kojima will be
giving stage presentations for both.

My pick: Want to play a sports game?
Try out “Jikkyo Pawafuru Puroyakyu”
(that baseball game with the big-head-
ed characters) for PS3 and PS Vita, or
“World Soccer: Winning Eleven 2015”
for PS4, PS3 and Xbox One.

Sega
Virtual idols, hard-nosed gangsters and
one famous hedgehog. Yep, that’s what

you can expect at the Sega booth,
‘which will feature a new Hatsune Miku
virtual idol game, new “Phantasy Star"
titles and lhe latest trailer for the up-
coming “ ‘ero.”

My pick: Chock out the new “Yakuza
Zero" trailer and swing by the title's
photo spot at the booth.

D3 Publisher

The best thing about D3 Publisher is how
it continues to churn out ridiculous
games, the latest of which is “Onechan-
bara Z2: Chaos,” a hack-and-slash title
featuring a heroine clad in a cowboy hat
and bikini. Also, there are two “Earth De-
fense Force" titles that see players once
again battling it out with giant insects.
My pick: “Earth Defense Force 4.1: The
Shadow of New Despair” is the first
game in the series released for the PS4.

If the lines at some of the bigger
booths get so long that you find yourself
desperate to play anything, swing by
the booths run by social-gaming com-
panies such as Gree and DeNA. You
could also check out the Game School
Area to see what future creators are of-
fering up, or head to the International
Pavilion to get a glimpse of titles from
around the world.
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Nikkei Asian Review (9/29%)

Asian game startups show
they mean business in Tokyo

TOMOYUKI MIYAZAKI
Contributing writer

TOKYO — As usual, Sony, Samsung Elec-
tronics and other big brands attracted
legions of button mashers at this year's
Tokyo Game Show. Industry  insiders,
however, made a point of stopping by a
zone reserved for emerging companies
from across Asia. They found that some
neweomers are ready to step out and make
asplash in the global gaming industry.

Around 250,000 people converged on
the Makuhari Messe convention center in
Chiba, near Tokyo, during the show’s run
from Sept. 18-21. It was the second-highest
tally ever. The Asia New Stars Area, set up.
for the third time, hosted a record 67
startups from Singapore, Malaysia, Thai-
land, Indonesia and six other countries.
Representatives from some of these com-
panies held negotiations with potential
partners right there at their exhibition
booths.

Singapore’s Nanoveu was one ascen-

EyeFly 3D, developed by Singapore's
Nanoveu, allows iPhone and iPad users
to see 3-D images without wearing
special glasses.

40
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dant company that generated a lot of ex-
citement. Its technology, dubbed EyeFly
3D, lets users of Apple’s iPhone and iPad
view ordinary video in 3-D without wear-
ing special glasses.

‘The key is Nanoveu’s screen protector.
The iPhone version is embedded with
500,000 microlenses, while the iPad one
has 2 million. These pieces of hardware
work with the company’s software to pro-
cess 2-Dimages into 3-D. With native 3-D
games and movies, the screen protector
alone makes the images pop out.

Nanoveu exhibited EyeFly 3D at the
Tokyo Game Show in part because it
wanted to find partners capable of devel-
oping 3-D games, according to Lynda
Kinne, who handles marketing at the
company.

Kreeape  Indonesia, meanwhile,
showed off a game called “Juara Nusan-
tara,” which links software and printed
cards bearing QR codes.

The game, the name of which can be
translated as “champions of the islands,”
was developed with the support of a
sports charity and other backers. The goal
was to promote up-and-coming athletes,
so the game features characters modeled
on sports figures as well as legends from
Indonesian folklore.

Players use the characters' powers to
thwart invaders. By scanning the QR
codes through the game's app, they accu-
mulate points that can be used as a digital
currency.

Kreeape Indonesia wants to market
the game across East Asia. The company
has offices in Hong Kong and Malaysia
but is looking to gain toeholds in Japan,
China, South Korea and other countries,
planning to adapt the game's characters
to suit each market.

But before that, Kreeape Indonesia
wants to team up with a company that can
develop new lines of business based on

BETEREA
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The Asia New Stars Area at the Tokyo
Game Show 2014

the points system, Operations Director
Benjamin Kang said.

Kreeape Indonesia has hinted that it
would love to work with Rakuten, the ma-
jor Japanese e-tailing company.

The next level

Malaysia’s  Mediasoft = Entertainment
showcased its educational games in the
hope of cracking the Japanese market.
The company has 34 titles for PCs and
mobile: devices, including “Rockee Ju-
nior,” a highly regarded English learning
tool for children. “FQ Genius,” which
teaches kids how to handle money, made
the Malaysian and Singapore govern-
ments' lists of recommended educational
software.

Mediasoft has established sales chan-
nels in Europe, the U.S., China and South-
east Asia — but not in Japan, said Rayson
Wong, who serves as business develop-
ment manger. The company hopes its
participation in the Tokyo Game Show
will change that.

Yet another company on the hunt for
partners and new sales opportunities was
Myanmar’s Studio Shiro Shiro. At its
small booth, it exhibited a game in which
players change characters’ clothing and
hairstyles. “The game is currently only for
PCs,” a company representative said, “but
we aim to develop a mobile version and
add minigames and other features.”
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IGN (Asia / Europe / America and other regions)

3 Xbox 360 XboxOne PS3 PS4 WiiU PC Login Q

Tokyo Game Show / Sept. 18, 2014

JOIN US AT TOKYO GAME
SHOW 2014

::: IGN 4 Bce /18 cenTabps 2014 1.
HEMHOI'O ®OTOI PAqa

C TOKYO GAME SHO
f9 OBua Ha ynToHe!
8"

ABTOP: KOHCTAHTUH FOBOPYH — BoT Heckonkko dhoto
2014. MNonHel penopTax GyaeT uyTs No3xe.

Tema IGN First Ha
HOAGPL — Evolve

= N Topics Search Q

2 IGN"

Japan Game Awards

IGN FIRST
Introducing Caira The

Daemon Hatfield
W @DaemZero

MONSTER HUNTER 4 22 SEP 2014

g mempema TGS 2014: JAPAN GAME
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